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uplifted hand — "tb« chair and its cow- 
tents wvnt down through the trap. 
The prisoner was then unbound, ths 
knife and ths paper plunged through 
tha cushion and ths chair rstumed to 
Its place again before ths bearers 
moved on! Do you Me ft now?" 

"Venerable Sagacious Ona.> do." 

“We need only one link more In the 
chain. We must find the exact house 
In front of which the bearers rested 
with th#lr burden. We muirt mark the 
epot carefully for It will not only give 
us the clue to the Ah Sam murder case 
hut — which Is of far greater Importance 
to our country — It will enahle ue to 
reveal to the Viceroy the much fooked- 
for secret meeting place of those dan- 
gtrour Insurrectionist*, the Brotherhood 
of the Five Brass Cash.'* 


fstrate had been bribed to release him 
secretly, and that the knife and the 
bloody paper were all part of a well- 
thought-out plan to deceive the public 
Second: Those who Insisted that the 
accompanying officer had released him 
and had bribed or drugged the cool lea 
while on the way from the yamen to 
the international boundary. Third: 
Those who attributed it all to "TUm 
or "H eaven'e Decree** and be- 
lieved that the demons of vengeance 
had spirited him away to the Court of 
To Wang, the Ruler of Hades. Revolv- 
ing these all over In his mind, he de- 
cided to refer them to his venerable 
friend and counsellor the Abbot, for no . 
one of them was at all' satisfactory to ; 
himself, although the Inspector and the 
police had practically settled their | 
minds as to number two and laid the j 
guilt at the door at the officer and ths 
chair-carriers, whose sudden departure | 
nnd flight only served to confirm their 
decision. 

There eras a knock at the outer gate 
and the voice of old Chang eras heard 
calling: “Open from within!** The Ab- 
bot entered and the Venerable Grand 
One received him with due solemnity. 

"Is the Master within the False* 
Courts?" he asked. 

"He awaits your Hlgneas* presence 
under our cottage roof." was the reply. 

Wang Foo at once descended the little 
stairs and after the ceremonial tea and 
pipes they mounted together to “The 
Hall of Quiet Meditation** which was 
one of the euphonious titles of the Con- 
fuslan scholar's study. 

"Well, what progress have we madeT** 
oegan the ecclesiastic. 

' Here are the three lines of public 
opinion." replied the host, as he handed 


avallaio stones over the walls into the 
court-yard and bespattering the whole 
front of the hall of justice with mud. 
slowly and sullenly dispersed. 

The prisoner, on the morning before, 
having been securely ironed on hands 
and feet, and having also been duly 
gagg«-d to prevent an outcry, was In 
the Magistral*’* presence chained to 
the chair of his Secretary's sedan and. 
the curtains being closely drawn, was 
smuggled out of the town without 
arousing even the slightest *u*r 
What became of him and how. without 
disturbing the sedan In any way and 
without attracting the notice of hi# 
bearers who were both before him 
and behind him. he escaped and left 
the bloody knife in his place, was s 
genuine mystery, destined to baffle the 
minds of Chinese and Europeans alike. 


ordered to have him handed over to the 
English Police and arrangements had 
been made to meet them at the Inter- 
national boundary by the Bridge of ths 
Silver Cloud on the very day that our 
story opens. 

relatives and 
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of yelulow paper and the string of cop- 
per cash. 


“Whafs lb# matter now? Oh. ranrs 
cams haw. la It? Well. X suppose thcy'V# 
a hard job to get him here, so give 
them two Mexicans for the four of 
them and tell them to keep quiet. I 
suppose It would be beneath the dignity 
of the official to accept anything, 
wouldn’t HT' 

•*Ot». yee. elr. he couldn't take any- 1 
thinig openly before the coollea. but I’ll 
just a lip a five- dollar note Into his 
sleeve while they're looking the other 
way. elr. and that will make It all right 
with the dignity. Hell aave his face 
and the money at the same ttme.'* 

"We!!, what are the beggars saytng ! 
now? For goodneaa sake! They don't 
want more, do they?" 

“Oh, no. sir. they are just expressing 
their thanks to you. that's alL" 

' What*# this Fonp something they're 
always saying?" 

“Why. that's *Ooean Mandarin,' sir. 
their politest title for you all.*' 

“Ocean Mandarin! Do they take us 
for admirals or navy men of any kind?* 

' Net at all. air: the word "Ocean* 
simply means foreign* and applies to 
anyone who comes from acmes the sms 
to China: and. not knowing ymtr exact 
rank, they simply say 'mandarin* and 
that rovers it all * 

The native officer drew from hta hell 
a bunch of curious brass keys and lift- 
ing tha dmible curtains called to two 
of hls assistants to hsip him unlock the 
prisoner Hs started hack and throw- 
ing up both hls hands wildly Into the 
'He has escaped!" 


In the meantime, 
sequel ntaincea had left no stone un- 
turned to secure hls release. Every dol- 
lar In the native hank and every cash 
that could be borrowed or ' squeexed" 
out of the businea* of the family had 
been offered for bribes, but. strange to 
say, so far without succeed. As a last 
resort they threatened mob violence, 
and papers attached to stones and tiles 
were thrown over the wads Into the 
Magistrate's court -yard announcing that 
neither ha nor hls jailers would ever 
reach “the foreign devils* " boundary 
alive. Late on a Monday evening two 
runners were sent out from the yamen: 
one bore a mei 


f ##*■>!!! AO LAI! CHI AO LAI! ] 

€ . shrieked the two forward eool- 

• ^ lee as they pushed the people 
right and left In the crowded streets of 
Kowloon to make way for the burden 
on their shoulders “Isi Liao I Lai 
1.1m f echoed hack the two coollea at 
the roar a a they struggled to keep pace 
with those la front 'Vedan coming t 
Fedan coming! " was the cry that opened 
up the way for the chair between the 
feng tines at pedestrians like a wedge, 
sad “II has came* It has comet** was 
the signal to close up the ranks again 
ae ((>'' bearers hurried along. The 
multitude— always patient and pliable — 
were a little more ready than usual to 
yield the right of way. when they aaw 
that the bearers wore the blue jackets 
and red- taeseled hats of official servants 
and that the sedar-chalr was covered 
■loth of the mandarin 


Orcr 100C room*. Each mow 
hm a bah soil runahi tea 
srstet . m ccanpWtzhr tad lux- 
urvxuly furnUhcd. I*et| 


Tli# preceding chapters of the story, 
up to the time of the discovery of the 
empty sedan-chair by Captain Brown- 
low a^id hls officers, were briefly as fol- 
lows: Ah Fam. faithful servant and 
number one house-boy of Mr. and Mrs 
Morton of Peak Road Terrace. Hong 
Kong, had myataiioualy disappeared i 
about two months before and. In aplte \ 
of every effort of the police to trAce 
him. he had failed to reveal hls where- 
abouts Th*r* seemed to be but two 1 
possible solutions, vts: either he had left 
for parts unknown — possibly the Col- 
onies or America — to secure a raise of 
salary, or he had fallen overboard from 
a sampan in the harbor, while crossing 
to visit hls relatives on the Kowloon 
side. About a month after his disap- 
pearance. however, an entirely new as- 
pect was given to the case by the find- 
ing of a yellow paper parcel on the 
front door>step of tbs Morton residence . 
with these words written upon the 
cover, "For the mam who over -turned' 
my rie*-bo«of". On opening It It was 
found to contain the hat and gown of 
Ah flam with a kitchen knife spotted 
with blood, and driven through a thick 
piece of red paper cut in tha rough 
shape of a human heart! 

Mr- Morton very promptly put the 
whole case into the bands of Inspector 
Wallace of the police, with the result 
that suspicion at once centered on Ling 
Took, hls former cook, whom Ah Sam 
was reputed to have been the cause of 
discharging. 

The native detectives explained that 
the phrase "over -turning ray rice-bowl" 
was merely the current expression 
among servants for "engaging another 
man In my place**, and the paper heart 
with the knife blade driven through It 
was a delicate and significant way of 
naylng. "This Is what I would like to 
do to you if J could get hold Of you." 
The enclosure of the hat and the gown 
— which were positively Identified by 
Mrs. Morton and the servants as being 
Ah Sam's — seemed to Indicate that Ling 
Took had secured hls heart's desire and 
wreaked hls vengeance on the house* 
boy. Now as all Asiatics hare a habit, 
afisr committing a crime, of returning, 
nlmcwt without exception, to the haunts 
of their native town or village — prob- 
l ably with the Idea of securing the pro- 
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Within leas than ten days from the 
meeting of Wang Foo and the Abbot 
the Viceregal authorities at Canton had 
accomplished the unearthing of the 
headquarters of the rebels and the ring- 
leaders were safely lodged In the Pro- 
vincial prison. A careful Investigation 
revealed the following facts: 

First: The sedan bad stopped for ths 
usual ten-minute ties and smoko’* In 
front of the "Rest House of the 
Heavenly Oenil" not a hundred yards 
from the old city gate of Kowloon. 
When the bearers put It down, the poles 
just touched the edge of the rest- house 
sign, the front coolie Indicating the 
place very carefully. This brought the 
base of It directly over the trap-door 
In the sidewalk, which was made of a 
heavy piece of timber swinging on an 
oiled pair of hinges. This coolie was a 
member of the Brotherhood and had 
l»een carefully instructed by hls superior 
officer In the band, who was none other 
than the Magistrates Secretary; the 
other coolies were entirely innocent. 

trecood; Ling Took was taken down 
through the trap, released and sworn 
In ns s member of the Brotherhood as 
n rewrrd for hls safety*, and the bloody 
!*nlfe and paper plunged through tha 
•rat-cushion in the chair, which was 
then pushed upward and fastened in Its 
j place. Being an officU) chair. It wna 
, very heavy and the difference In weight 
was rot noticed by the bearers. 

Third: Ths Magistrate acted In good 
5 faith and was entirely innocent. The 
: Secretary. himself an important officer 
I of the Secret Brotherhood, suggested 
the use of the official chair, having been 
bribed by the relatives of the prisoner 
to secure hls release in some way. He 
was accustomed to attend the weekly 
meetings of the Order by being carried 
to this spot In the sedan, and after 
entering the trap to substitute another 
person in the chair, who was then car- 
ried by the unsuspecting coolies to ths 
ferry-boat and continued on hls way to 
Hong Kong for the night, returning ths 
ami way before daylight in the morn- 
ing. The uniform* being identical, the 
Chinese official hat was pulled down 
over hls eyas and a pair of large horn 
goggles prevented the fcoollee from rec- 
ognlslng any difference In the face. Of ( 
course he never spoke to them, so there' 
was no danger of detection from the 
voice, all direction* as to time, etc., hav- 
ing been given before lea vi nig the 
yamen. 


In the upper room at Mo. 5-5-5 of the 
Reil Cloud. Wang Foo. the Prince of De- 
tectives. was resting in hls bamboo c hair 
after a day of rather strenuous labor#. 
Old Chang the gate-keeper bad been 
dispatched with a ma» age to the Abbot 
at the Temple of the Queen of Heaven 
and the Venerable Grand One, matron 
of the establishment, was boiling water 
In the kettle to have It ready for ths 


tgc to all the tea-houses 
and gathering places of the town that 
Ling Took would be delivered over to 
the foreigners on Wednesday morning, 
and the other bore a sealed message to 
the Governor that he would be handed 
over at The Bridge of the. Silver Cloud 
at noon on Tuesday. The mob gathered 
early on Wednesday around the yamen 
gates, and. Increased from a hundred or 
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With the green 
and not with the ordinary blue of the | 
civilian They hurried along until they 
rtm< to the canal that divided the 
Chin see city ffosB tb* British Concern- j 
aion and turning sharply to the right j 
reached the st«»ne bridge The Silver | 
CNitid and pausing over entered Hls I 
Majertv'a dominions «f Kowloon oppo- 
Hnng Kong, better* known In their 1 
own flowery tongue a* “Ths Nine Drag- 
on* that face the Fragrant Waters " 

“J/l# CAutof Ilia chinot* shrieked the 
forward crew “teowar the Sedan! 
Lower th* Sedan !’* 'Mia Liao: Hie, 
JJao? ‘ “It la lowered! It Is lowered! “ 
r+- ponttal the rear guard a a the oara- 
van str.e to a •uilden halt and de- 
P'* ilcd their burden at the feet of 
Captain Brorrnlow of the Colonial Police 
and two English and Chinee# deputies. 

| y ho were wnftinc there to receive them, 
th' ofPrrr who arAnrr.panleiS the chair, 
ami who had been riding closely behind 
It on hls shaggy Mongolian pony with 
hhi «frlng of Jangling sleigh-bells, de- 
vrn lMl and bowing low to the foreign- 
ers drew forth fr*fm hi* voluminous 
e a red lenthrr wallet, and opening 
it handed Captain a document cov- 
ered with vermilion neala The latter 
unfold rd tt nnd. wttknhe assistance of 
hi* •«- retary -Interpreter, read as fol- 
lows . 


Aoitl _Muet»let»act> 

— tAlflMf.l ,t.l— 

Kaoeas City. Mo. 


Ur. .hn.k.4 out. 

Bur. enough. ho wma gone eh. Inn 
henttyrufie, pad- locks, nnd *11. But he 
had left something vary eigntfleent be- 
hind him; MtmiMn, and tat*, 

telling that would add a ghastly Internal 
to the mystery o < hta going. 

"Whit'i this?" cried Brnwnlow. at 
reaching inside he trted to draw forth 
from the hack of the chair a Moody 
knife that had been plunged — evidently 
with great force — right through the 
cuahlon Into tha wood behind. Hr 
worked It loose and holding It up to tht 
Astonished gaae of hla deputies naw that 
U teas — not a dagger aurh aa the old 
warriors carried— but a common sharp- 
pointed carving knife such aa ts used 
by the ordinary Chinese cook In the 
kite heft. 

"la this murder or la this a threat 
and a warning?" 

"Both, I reckon." raid Mackintosh 


one of them ts correct. No one of them 
satiating my mind. There la something 
underneath all thla which neither the 
ptibllo nor the police know anything 
about. Ton noticed the red cord which 
waa ti*d about the knife- handle? How ' 
many braes cash did tt have upon It?- j 

-Exactly ft-, a.- -1 

"Tou have here tha upper curtain of 
the sedan, have you not?" 

"Tee. I borrowed tt from the police 
yesterday as you requested." 

"flood! Let me examine It carefully 
Tou notice the smalt cash embrotdere ! 
In the corners? They are also exactly 
five. Now look very carefully at the 
red seal In the center of the paper 
through which the knife was plunged. 
<lo you not see the dim outline of five 
separate cash?" 

Wang Foo looked up and hls eyes 
met the Abbot’s. Hs knew from hie 
tone that they were on the eve of a 
groat discovery. "Fpeak on, speak on. 
Venerable Father," he erled In hie 
ecgerneaa. "tell me. I pray you. what 
secret Is In your mind." 

The Abbot heel ta ted a moment and 
glanced around ths room. "We are safe 
here?" 

"Absolutely so." 

"Close the window and draw tha cur- 
tain. for wa know not where human 
eyva and ears may lurk." 

He took a brush and dipping It In the 
Ink. traced upon the paper before them 
the Chinese character for “cash”. He 
divided the two halves apart with an- 
other brush of red. and as he did so 
said: "It la KO. ths same sound as 
brother, the meaning la clear. It la the 
secret order of tha Five KO’* or 
Brothers and the five cash constitute 
their mystic sign. This whole thing la 
the work of the Brotherhood and It 
only remain? for ue to find out exactly 
who are In tt and why they released 
Ling Took V 

-Tou believe, then, that ths sedan la 
the special property of the Brotherhood 
end la used for their aecret meetlnca?" 

"Most certainly L.do. It la used to 
carry the trusted ones to the place of 
meeting and there la aoma way by which 
they can enter and leave It without de- 
tection. and’’— he added with especial 
emphasis — "if ire. by Chat way that 
Ling Took escaped. Go to Headquarters 
tomorrow and examtns tha base of the 
chair and esperUlly tha floor-boards 
and report to me In the evening at the 
Temple." 

It was late In the evening of the fol- 
lowing day when Wang Feo entered the 
I Abbot a private apartment and reported 
to him the results of hla Investigation. 
Hs had found Ihst Instead erf being 
securely nailed on as usual, the entire 
floor -boarde were In a solid frame and 
that on releasing two woodan piss 
which could be cosily pushed out with 
the hand ths entire inner chair could 
be removed without touching the rest 
1 of the sedan. He explained it all care- 
fully to hls host. 

"Exactly what I supposed, go tf the 
vedan were placed over a trap- door the 

chair and lu occupant could slip through 
It without disturbing even the curtains 
could they not?" 

"Venerable Father, it Is ss you say." 

The Abbot went on: "Now. some- 
where between the Magistrate's yamen 
and the Bridge of the .' liver Cloud, that 
sedan was stopped, and” — he added 
moat significantly with a gesture of hls 
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"But what actually became of Ah 
Sam?" inquired Inspector Wallace of 
Wang Foo. when llte latter had com- 
pleted hls first denoument In tha Office 
at Headquarters. "Did Ling Took 
actually murder him or was ho drowned 
in the harbor?” > 

"Neither." replied the detective, "the 
two knlvee and the paper hearts went 
merely threats to keep him away from 
the Colony. They frequently scare each 
other out of a town that way " 

“Wen. where I* he now? Has he ever 
turned up?" 

"Just now." replied the Man of Mys- 
tery. aa he glanced at hla watch — lust 
now It la a quarter to one. and I imag- 
ine he l» engaged In the peeceful orcu- 
i stinn of passing the soup In the dining 
room of the Shanghai Hotel, for" ha 
added with a smile, "that la where he is 
now serving as the number-two boy." 

"And what of Ung Took? Will be 
slip nut of their lisnds ss he did out of 
ours? They caught him when thsy 
raided the den. didn't they?" 

"No. he happened to hs away on the 
day that they seised -ths others, end 
none of the Brotherhood would dlvlug* 
hls whereabouts." 

"Well, where do you yourself think 
he Is? He surely wouldn't go hark to 
ths nil-shop again, would he? What 
•Jo you think hta become of him?" 

“I might answer that question very 
appropriately In the words of tha Claa- 
Me*. Mr. Wallace. Do you rocall what 
Confucius said to ths great Tv. Loo 
when he asked him where the old cook 
had gone? It Is written In on* of ths 
list chapter* of The Analecta." 

" Ism afraid, Mr. Wang." replied the 
In an set or. "that my recollection of thnee 
old philosophers ts a trifle rusty. What 
wa* It the old rage raid?” 

"Why. simply this: the lord «f ths 
kitchen who had killed the fowls and 
dressed the tnlUrt and feasted the di- 
mples. had mysteriously disappeared 
and Tie Loo asked tha Muter where 
he thought he had gone, and ths Muter 
merely replied In hla terae and dlgnlflsd 
way. T/.V CB(K; 'RE IB RIDfRWf- 
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tea-bowla when the visitor ahnuM ar- 
rive. Of course he had been interested 
tn the case, even long before Inspector 
Wallace called to consult with him 
about It, for there waa nothing concern- 
ing fho welfare of the community, es- 
pecially in the matter of the administra- 
tion of justice, that escaped hla notice. 
Disguised u an itinerant seller of 
books, be had been on several tripe to 
Kowloon serosa the harbor and had 
chatted with many a tea-house pro- 
prietor and with underlings of the Mag- 
istrate's ygmen and had drawn out from 
them the general consensus of opinion 
regarding the green sedan and the mys- 
terious disappearance of Ling Took. 
Deferring to hls little leather note-book, 
be had tabulated the various theories 
under three separate head*. First: Tboae 
who believed that he had never been 
put into the chair at all. that the Mag- 
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two to nearly a thousand — friends, loaf- 
er*. vagabonds, curiosity- seekers and all I 
the rabble of a China## tpwn — demanded 
In forcibla term* th# release of the 
prisoners? Suddenly a company of 
ro I dler* armed with spears and old- 
fashioned muaktu appeared at the en- 
trance and with th# bestirs of two lanre 
ffongw raised a banner with these word* 
upon it: “Let all the people take notice! 
By order of Hi* Excellency the Viceroy. 
Ung Took the mur<k*r«*r was handed 
over to His Excellency the Governor of 
Hone Kong for punishment yesterday 
momittQ. Let all the people now quietly 
disperse, or mml serlou* consequence* 
will follow! *' Realising then that they 
had been outwitted by their own offi- 
cial*. the crowd took th# only satisfac- 
tion that waa left them. and. heaping 
curse# and execrations upon the head* 
of all In th# yamen. they threw all the 


pltlatlon of their local divinities — the 
authorities naturally sought for thr 
missing cook in the Kowloon district 
and It was vary long before they discov- 
ered Mm concealed In thq garret of a I 
baa n- oil shop which was presided over 
by his mother's uncle. Two litll# street 
urchins had recognised him on# day and 
volunteered, quite Innocently, to lead 
th# yamen-runnera directly tb th# 
bouM H# wa# promptly seised and 
dragged by the cue to th# yamen. where. 
In spite of hi* >hri«k« for mercy and 
th# loud protestations of hls relative* 
and friends, he was given a preliminary 
bamboo! ng— ' Just to quiet him down" — 
and thrown Into a lost besom e cell. The 
Taotal. acting under instructions from 
HI* Ex-rllency th# Viceroy of Can- 
| ton (who was quits anxious for poilti- 
I cal reasons to keep on good terms 
1 with th# Governor of the Colony), had 


-Who's got th# key?- 
“Th# officer here ha* th# k#y. *tr, and 
we ran taka him right out now.** 

’All right, open the sedan up, th«f». a 
They started to unhook the heavy 
front curtains which completely ’con- 
cealed th# personas** within, when they 
were interrupted by the clamoring of 
th# chair-bearer* for wine- money. 
•Teag Lao Tea,' Tana Lao Too! China 
Chim Chiornt m they cried, bowing and 
•craping and extending their palm* Int# 
• the very faoe at the officers; “Ocean 
Morvdsrln! Ocean Mandarin! Flcaae 
grant the wine- tip.'* 
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bosrfl th* Hong Kong tarry-bost. fol- 
lowsd by tha poUtrs party who w»r» re- 
turning rmthvr rr**tr*n«n minus thotr 
sxpwt«4 prtlsonnc. but guarding v«-y 
targuily two rsihvr Important m«twn- 
toaa a t him. nsmvlv: ths magistrals'* 
otTIrlsJ transfer and ths blnod-atslned 
kitchen knlf. with Its mystarlous slip 
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that pray or mcvtln’ with two pokn* 
dsck* in your hind pockets, and you 
stosd up’ and said you was going to 
live thr life of an ang*l hsrrafter. 
You went right from that merlin* and 
sal la s poker gsm* and won nlnr’r 
dollars. I want fifty dollars of that 
money." 

"Is that th* tax fur going to praysr 
merlin'?" asked Injun Jim. 

"So impudence. Jim. or I will double 
th. fine! After this leav* your poker 
decks st hums when you com# tc 
prayer merlin', and let the rood influ- 
ence lost you at least half an hour 
after you get outside of the bulldin'. 

"Rocky Mountain Joe. you also did 
som. .peakin' st that meetln'. Tou 
said you had killed five men end a 
number of Injune. end you would kill, 
no more- Tou further eaid that. whl!e 
you might play poker ones In awhile, 
you were not going to play It to win. 
except when the church needed the 
money. Joe. you ere a sham. Tou 
don't ring true. Tou lied when you 
sold you had shot five men— died right 
I there in prayer meetln'. Tour fin. will 


be ISO 

"Big Ben. stand up. Tou stood up 
end Wiped your eyes as if there were 
tears In them- Tou said you %ad a 
dear old mother In th* East, end 
though you was a wicked man. you 
had not forgot all her teachings. Phe 
wa# wondering where her boy Is to- 
night, and hoping that ha was dead, 
that he bad gone to Heave*. Her* he 
we* weighing almost half a ton. end 
living tn tile midst of wickedness. Tou 
felt humble when you thought of It. 
Two hours after prayer meetln' sea* 
out you woe whoopin' through Bendy 
Bend with gun In either hand. AH 
that you said In the meetln* wa. put 
on. Tou didn’t feel a Ml of It in your 
heart. It ts a fine of fifty dollars, and 
don't you play the same game agin. 

"Judge Baker, you stand up! They 


terbacco and counting some change 
you had in your pocket Tou waent 
thinking of Heavenly things at all. 
I think a fine at twenty dollars will 
about fill your case. . 

"Queen of the Air. stand up! Tou 
belong to a concert hall. Tou came 
to that prayer meeting out of curiosity. 
You earn, to aeo If it woe anything Ilk* 
a concert performance and you hadn’t 
on. thought of Heaven or your soul'* 
solvation. I saw you wink at Dancin’ 
Frank and caught you laughin' several 
time*. Tour curiosity will cost you 
twenty-five dollars 

"Now, my free.*, this prayer meetln' 
Is goln' to be e go- Ton can take It 
from mo that It la. I amt sarin' that 
you have to turn out every Tfenrsdsf 
night, but you had better show up 
there purty oft-n or there will bo 
trooMe. We are still goln" to continue 
to be a wicked town, hut wo are going 
to bo good enough to keep all the 
earthquake, and volcanoes away. This 
court I* now adjourned, and you had 
best go out and think som* think*, and 
come to a happy conclusion." 


By M QUAD JUdj 

The ktCtun Ntwiysper /radicals. Pra] 

mouths and two guns In your belf- 
Tou actsd as If you thought we was 
going lo open a circus or a new dsnet 
helL The next day I had you In court 
and fined you. 

"On th* next Sunday you com* with- 
out your guns, but you smiled and 
winked at each other all through the 
'termon. A meetln* house with a ser- 
mon gain' on is no place for winkin'. 
The deni must- of put ytfti up to lr. 
Th* next day I had the winker* tn 
eourt, and. agin. It was a fine. 

‘T thought thla would stop th* wort 
and give religion a boost, but I was 
mistaken. On the third Sunday, when 
Parson Norton gave a Ooepel Hymn 
to sing, you ell joined In. Tou sawed 
that hymn tight m two; you chopped 
It up; you shattered It full of holes 
Such elngM’ woe never heard In the 
House of the Lord before. I had you 
l In court next day. and every singer 


W IEN Judge Hoke # Court et Kandy 
Bend opened Hie Honor laid aside 
I hls pipe and said; 

I have got to go over the story 
ssafn. Bandy Bend had bean tor 
twenty year* a wicked town. It wa* 
growing more *0 all the time, and 
Baton was chuckling lo himself, j 
saw It all but woe helpless to mend 
metiers. When I spoke to you about 
ytiuy wickedness, you said I kept th* 
Red Dog Salaoa. end a tec* boos, and 
a fighting dag. nnd I played poker with 
the rest of you. Thu woe all very trues 
but. at th* earn* lime. I knew that w* 
wa* loo wicked. 

"A few week* ago Parson Jack Nor- 
ton came along, and took a walk 
through our town and saw the wicked- 
ness n fusee if Borne of our boys took 
film for * tenderfoot, and were going 
to shoot the heels off at hu shoes 
wot (hey sew something In hit eye* 


which mads thsm put up their guns 
Person Norton 


paid a fin*. Tou are her* agin. What 
fur? Why. Person Norton concluded 
that w* orter have a p coyer moetlc' 
every Tuesday night. He wanted to 
drive out Old Satan as fast as he could, 
end be la a Parson to hustle when he 
takes hold of hie job There were 
sign* posted up In the Bed Dog Saloon 
and In other place* about that prayer 
meetln - . and I think I spoke to at least 
fifty of you. Tou turned out a bigger 
crowd than I looked fur. but how did 
you behavo yourselves when you got 
there? Why. some of you got up and 
said you had been very wicked men. 
but hod undergone a change of heart, 
end some of you got down and seems J 
to be prayin’ to V ourselves. This sra, 
all hypocrisy. You have bin wicked 
men. and are going to be right along; 
and you have got to pay far thla false 
pretense. 

"Injun Jim. stand up? Tou came to 


without any shoo tin’ 

Is a very humble man. but he ain't 
going to allow anybody to shoot at 


hls Jisels for ths fun of ths thing. 

"Wa had talk In th* back room 
of tha Rod Dog Baloon. Th# Parson 
said he would do so and so If wo would 
do go and so. H. sold that It w* kept 
on with our wickedness ws would 
surely meet the fat. of Bodum and 
Oomorrow. I did net want to see you 
all destroyed, asd I did not want to 
be deetroyod myself I wont around 
amqng yo- and by soft talk and 
threats raised enough money to build 
the Parson a meeting house. It Is 
not e thing of beauty, outside or In. 
but It answer* the purpose. When th* 
Parson wee ready to open It I ordered 
you all to be there Most of you cats*, 
but you cam* with your bate on your 
far*, end a lighted cigar In 


Judge of whisker. You are las? end 
worthless, and keep the company of 
bad men. Tou srould like to be known 
aa a Bod Man yourself, but you haven't 
tha energy. When you were kneeling 
down 1 saw you take a chaw of plug 


you' 




